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Days of Future Past 

Frank J. Marshall: An 
American Original Pt. 1 

By Stan Ward 

     Most players who are newer to 
chess are told to study the 
different styles of the 
Grandmasters in order to find out 
which style they enjoy and are 
good at. There are many styles. 
There are what GM Larry Evans 
termed the Romantics and 
Classicists as personified by Paul 
Morphy and William Steinitz 
respectively. Then there are the 
Hypermoderns as represented by 
Reti and Nimzovich.1 Technical 
fighters would be Lasker, 
Botvinnik and Fischer. Positional 
player might be Capablanca, 
Petrosian or Karpov. Tactical 
fighters would be Marshall, 
Alekhine, Tal and Kasparov. Of 
the last four mentioned all but one 
of the players have the common 
trait of being world champion at 
some point. That one player who 
was not is Frank J. Marshall who 
was American Chess Champion 
from 1909 to 1936.  

     Known for his aggressive, 
attacking style of play Marshall 
was a dangerous opponent who 
would take risks in order to win. 
He’s been called a “fearless chess 
cowboy” by Ex World Champ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garry Kasparov,2 and it’s been 
said that his tournament and 
match results would have been 
better had he not been so 
aggressive and taken draws in 
even positions. Marshall likened 
himself to Jack Dempsey the 
former Heavy Weight Boxing 
Champ. Saying of Dempsey, 
“Dempsey used to start slugging at 
the opening gong and never gave 
his opponent a chance to get 
started…. I have been much the 
same way in chess. I have always 
liked a wide-open game and tried 
to knock out my opponent with a 
checkmate as quickly as 
possible.”3 Let’s take a look. 

     Frank J. Marshall was born on 
10 August 1877 in New York city.4 

At the age of 8 his family moved to 
Montreal Canada and they lived 
there for the next 11 years. 
Marshall was by no means a 
prodigy, a “child with a bulging 
forehead who spends all his days 
with his head bowed over a chess 

 

  

board”, he quipped.5   However, by 
the time he was 11 years old he 
was regularly beating his father 
and stronger competition was 
indicated. Marshall went first to 
the Hope Coffee House and then 
to the Montreal Chess Club. He 
steadily got better and on 13 
November 1893 he played William 
Steinitz who was giving a 
simultaneous exhibition. He lost 
the game, but Steinitz 
complemented him on his ability 
which acted like a shot in the arm 
to the young American. Shortly 
after the Steinitz exhibition 
Marshall played Harry Nelson 
Pillsbury who gave a simultaneous 
blindfold exhibition. Marshall won 
the game and from that point on 
there was no looking back.6  

     In 1894 he won the Montreal 
Chess Club Championship. Here is 
a good example of his early play. 
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1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bc4 Bc5 4. b4 
Bb6 5. c3 d6 6. O-O Bg4 7. d4 exd4 
8.Bxf7+ Kf8 9. Bd5 Nge7 10. h3 Bh5 
11. g4 Bg6 12. Ng5 Qd7 13. Ne6+… 

…..Ke8 14. Nxg7+ Kf8 15. Be6 Qd8 
16. Bh6 Bxe4 17. Nh5+ Ke8 18. Nf6# 
1-0.      

A few years after this win the 
Marshall family moved back to 
New York and Franks chess 
education continued when he 
joined both the Manhattan and 
Brooklyn Chess Clubs. By 1899 he 
had won the Brooklyn Club 
Championship and it, along with 
the Manhattan club sent Marshall 
to London to play in the 
International Tournament being 
held there. Because Marshall was 
an unknown quantity in Europe at 
that time he was placed in the 
“minor tournament”, the 
equivalent of a booster or “B” 
section. This he won in dramatic 
fashion going 8 1/

2 – 2 1/
2 with only 

one loss. This performance made 
the chess world of the day take 
notice and Marshall became a 
player to watch.7 

The next year, 1900, the 
International Tournament was 
held in Paris. All the heavy weights 
of the chess stratosphere where in 

attendance including World 
Champion Dr. Emanuel Lasker, 
Pillsbury, Tchigorin, Maroczy, 
Janowski, Burn, Schlecter, 
Showalter and Mieses.    

     After 4 rounds Marshalls score 
stood at 3 and his 5th round 
opponent was Dr. Lasker the world 
champion. It was time to see what 
the young American was made of! 
Annotated by Frank J. Marshall.             

1. d4 d5 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. Bg5 
c6 5. e4… For a number of years, I was 

fond of this move in similar positions. 

Eventually I discarded it, as it cannot lead 

to a permanent initiative … 6. Nxe4 Bb4+ 
7. Nc3 c5 8. a3Bxc3+ 9. bxc3 Qa5 
10. Bd2 Ne4 11. Nf3 Nxc3 12. 
dxc5…

 If 
12. Qb3 cxd4 14. Nxd4 Qe5 + freeing 

himself from the terrible pin. But the text 

move threatensQb3; hence Black’s reply is 

forced. …Nxd1 13. Bxa5 Nb2 14.a4 
Bd7 15. c6… 

…Bxc6 16. Ne5 Be4 17. f3 f6 18. Bc3 

Bc2 19. Kd2 Nxa4 20. Kxc2 Nxc3 
21. Nd3 Nd5 22. cxd5… 

… 
exd5 23. Nc5 b6 24. Bb5+ Kf7 25. 
Na4 Nc6! The only reply to the threatened 

Nxb6. If now 26 Bxc6, Rfc8 etc. 26. Nc3 
Rhc8 27.Rhd1 Ne7 28. Kb2 Rc7 29. 
Bd3 a5 30. Na4 Rc6 31. Rac1! Rb8 
32. Rxc6 Nxc6 33. Rc1 Ne5 34. Rc7+ 
Ke6… The passive Kg8 would lose much 
more rapidly.                                     
35. Bb5 g5… White now disregards the 

a7 pawn because he still intends to work on 

the Queen-side Pawns first. The d pawn 
cannot last long. 36. Ra7 d4 37. Ra6 
Kd5 38. Kc2 Rb7 39. Ra8 Nc6 40. 
Kd2 Nb4 41. Rd8+ Ke5 42. Nb2 Rc7 
43. Nc4+ Kf5 44. Rxd4… 

Rc5 45. Be8 Rd5 46. Ne3+ Ke5 47. 
Nxd5 Kxd4 48. Nxb4 axb4 49. Bf7 f5 
50. Bg8 h5 51. Bf7 h4 52. h3b5 53. 
Be8 Kc4 54. Bd7 b3 55. Bxf5 Kb4 
56. Bd3 b2 57. Kc2 Ka3 58. Kb1 1-0 
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F.J. Marshall vs R. Short 

Montreal Chess Club Championship. 
1894. Evans Gambit Declined C51. 

 

 

 

F.J. Marshall vs Dr. E Lasker 

Paris, France.  1900  

Queens Gambit Declined D50 



 

  

Time and Tide  
Instructional Articles from before the internet and computer age. 

Long ago and far away…. before computer engines and the internet…. chess players primary connection to the 

world chess community was the printed word. The latest trends and analysis came from periodicals such as 

Herman Helms American Chess Bulletin, Brentano’s Chess Monthly, Chess Review (later Chess Life & Review), 

and the British magazine Chess to name a few. This section looks back at what came before…… 
 

Chess Life & Review from June 1973 

Article presented: “Keres Annotates” 

On the cover: GM Arthur Busguier. 

In 1973 Nixon was President 

Fischer was World Championship and a Chess Life 

& Review Membership was $10.00 year. 

 

 

Poster from prior years historic championship. 



 



  



 

                        No 65th Square this issue. 

Humphrey Bogart playing Arnold Denker as Hermann Steiner and 

Lauren Bacall look on.  

 
Bogart was considered an expert level player (2000) 

 

 

                                              

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                 


