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Frank J. Marshall: An 
American Original Pt. 2 

By Stan Ward 

 …………………Paris, France. 1900. 

With his confidence soaring after 
his round 5 win against Lasker, 
(Lasker’s only loss), Marshall had 
a successful rest of the 
tournament finishing tied for 3rd 
and 4th with Maroczy at 12-4. Only 
Lasker and another young 
American, Harry Nelson Pillsbury 
placed higher with 141/2 – 11/2 and 
121/2 – 31/2 respectively. And 
Marshall beat Pillsbury as well!  

After his great results in Paris, 
Marshall was no longer an 
unknown and over the next few 
year’s he had an uneven record in 
the tournaments he played in. Still 
he was playing good chess and 
had individual wins in tournments 
such as Monte Carlo, 1903 vs 
Pillsbury. Then came 1904 and 
Marshalls greatest tournament: 
The International Tournament at 
Cambridge Springs, Pennsylvania.1 

1904 was the age before 
commercial flight and railroads 
were still the king of long-distance 
travel. The Erie Railroad company 
had a line that ran from New York 
to Chicago. Cambridge Springs, 
the halfway point of the rail 
journey was renowned for its spas 
and mineral springs. Most of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the funding for the 
tournament came from the Erie 
Railroad Company and William 
Douglas Rider Jr. the wealthy 
owner of the Hotel Rider. The 
hotel was to be the site of the 
tournament.  

Arriving by ship, (S.S. Pretoria), in 
the middle of April eight of 
Europe’s strongest players made 
their way to north western 
Pennsylvania including Dr. Lasker, 
Chigorin, Janowski, Teichmann, 
Schlechter and Mieses. With a 
total of 16 the event began on 
April 25th. 2 

 

Daily Bulletin from the tournament. 

 

 

 

Annotated by Frank Marshall 

1. d4 d6… 

An unusual move which is bound to lead to 

a cramped game.   

2. e4 Nf6 3. Nc3 g6 4. f4 Bg7 5. e5 
dxe5 6. fxe5 Nd5 7. Nf3 Nc6 8.Bc4 
e6… 

 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 

F.J. Marshall vs H.N. Pillsbury 
Cambridge Springs International 

Tournament, 1904 

Pirc Defense B09 

 



As a result of his failure to play e4, Black’s 

position is anything but promising. The text 

makes matters still worse because of the 

hole created on f6. Hence… Be6 or …Nb6 

should have been tried. 

9. Bg5 Nxc3 10. bxc3 Ne7 11. O-O 
h6 12. Bf6 Bxf6…. 

Whether Black swaps or lets White do so, 

the important thing is that the dark squared 

Bishop disappears and the weakness of 

Black’s f6 becomes even more marked. As 

will be seen from the sequel, White is fully 

prepared to give up a pawn. 

 13. exf6 Nf5 14. Qe2 Qxf6 15. g4 
Nd6… 

 

16. Ne5 Qe7… 

On 16… Qg5 there could follow 17. Nxf7 

Nxf7 18. Bxe6 Bxe6 19. Qxe6+ Qe7 20. 

Qxg6 Qe3+ 21. Kh1 O-O-O 22. Rxf7 Qxc3 

23. Qf5+ Kb8 24. Rd1 with a winning game. 

17. Bd3 O-O 18. Rf2 Kg7 19. Raf1 
Bd7… 

 

Even the desperate expedient 19… f5 

would be unavailing because of 20. Nxg6 

Kxg6 21. gxf5 and wins. 

 

 

20. Rf6 Rg8 

There is no defense against White’s next 

move. If 20… Qxf6 21. Rxf6 Kxf6 22. Nxd7+ 

etc 

21. Nxg6 Qxf6 22. Rxf6 Kxf6 23. 
Qe5# 1-0 

Editor’s note. Sadly, this was Pillsbury’s last 
tournament. He died 2 years later at the 

age of 33. 3 

 

Harry Nelson Pillsbury 

 

1. d4 d5 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. Bg5 
Nbd7 5. Nf3 c6 6. e3 Qa5 

 

7. Nd2 Ne4 8.cxd5 Nxd2 9. Qxd2 
exd5 10. Bd3 Bb4 11. O-O O-O 12. 
a3 Bxc3 13. bxc3 Re8 14. f4Nb6 15. 
f5 f6 16. Bf4 Nc4 17. Qe2 b5 18. 
Bxc4 bxc4 19. Qh5 Bd7 20. Rf3 
Qxc321. Raf1 Qd3 22. g4 Re7 23. g5 
Bxf5 24. gxf6 gxf6 25. Bh6 Bg6 
26.Qh4 Qe4 27.Rxf6 Rg7 28. Qxe4 
Bxe4+ 29. Bxg7 Kxg7 30. Rxc6 Rb8 
31. Rc7+ Kh6 32. Kf2 Rb2+33. Kg3 

Rb3 34. Kf4 Bd3 35. Rg1 Rb6 36. 
Ke5 Be4 37. Rg3 Rb8 38. Rc6+ Kh5 
39.Rf6 Rb1 40. Rc6 Rb8 41. Rg7 
Re8+ 42. Re6 Rc8 43. Rf6 Bg6 44. 
Rgxg6 hxg6 45.Kxd5 c3 46. Rf1 Kg4 
47. Ke4 c2 48. Rg1+ Kh3 49. Rc1 g5 
50. d5 g4 51. d6 Kxh252. Ke5 Rc3 
53. e4 Kg3 54. Kd4 Rc8 55. e5 Kf4 
56. d7 Rd8 57. e6 Kf5 58. Ke3 1-0 

Annotated by Frank Marshall 

White wins a difficult and instructive ending. 

1. d4 d5 2. c4 dxc4… 

Mieses is fond of this defense because it 

leads to a fairly open game as a rule. It’s 

one possible drawback is that White may 

obtain a lead in development which will 

make it difficult for Black to equalize. 

3. e3 Nf6 4. Bxc4 e6 5. Nc3 c5 6. 
Nf3 Be7 7. O-O O-O  

7. …Nc6 or …a6 would have been more 

accurate. 

8.Qe2 a6 9. dxc5 Bxc5 10. e4 Nc6 
11. Bg5 Be7 

 

Practically compulsory because of the 

threatened e5. But this Bishop will soon be 

exchanged, depriving Blacks d6 of 

protection and thus assuring White’s control 

of the d file. 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

12. Rad1 Qc7 13. e5 Nd7 14. 
Bxe7Nxe7 15. Bd3 Ng6 16. Bxg6 
hxg6… 

F.J. Marshall vs R. Teichmann 
Cambridge Springs International 

Tournament, 1904 

Cambridge Springs Defense D52 

 

F.J. Marshall vs J.Mieses 
Cambridge Springs International 

Tournament, 1904 
Queens Gambit Declined, Semi-

Tarrasch Defense D40 



Black must now be on guard against Ng5 

and Qe4-h4.  

17. Rd6 Nb6 18. Rfd1 Nc4… 

 

19. Qe4 Nxd6… 

If 19. …Nxb2; 20. Rc1 Nc4 21. Rd4 Nb6 22. 

Ng5 f6 (something has to be done about 

White’s contemplated Qh4); 23 exr6 gxf6 

24. (if 23. …Rxf6 24. Qh4); 24. Nxe6 with a 

winning position. 

20. exd6 Qd8…  

After 20. …Qc6; 21. Qxc6 bxc6 22. d7 Bb7 

23. Na4 Rfd8 24. Nc5 Ra7 25. Ne5 K8 26 

f4. Black would be subjected to unremitting 

pressure. 

21. d7 Qe7 22. dxc8=Q Raxc8 23. 
h3 Rfd8 24. Rxd8+ Rxd8 25. a3 b5 
26. Qc6 Qd6 27. Qxd6 Rxd6 28. Kf1 
Rb6 29. Ke2 b4 

 

Black plays to exchange as many pawns as 

possible, because of the well-known 

drawing possibilities against 2 knights. 

30. axb4 Rxb4 31. Nd1 f6 32. Kd3 
g5 33. Kc3 Rf4 34. Nd4 g4  

If now 35. Nxe6? gxh3! 

35. hxg4 Rxg4 36. Ne3 Rf4 37. f3 e5 

Loss of the rook was threatened with g3. 

38. Ne6 Rh4 39.Nxg7 Rh1  

If 39. …Kxg7 40. Nf5+ 

40. Ne8 Kf7 41. Nd6+ Ke6 42. Ne4 
Rc1+ 43. Kd2 Rc8 44. b4 Ra8 45. 
Nc5+Kd6 46. Kc3 Ra7… 

 

If 46. …a5; 47. Nc4+ Kc6 48. Nxa5+ Rxa5 

49. Bxa5 winning the King and Pawn 

ending. 

47. Kc4 Ra8 48. Nf5+ Kc6 49. Nxa6 
Kb6 50. Nc5 Ra2 51. Ne3 Kc6 52. 
b5+ Kc7 53. Kd5… 

 

The shortest way is to go right after Blacks 

King. 

Re2 54. Nf5 Rxg2 55. b6+ Kb8 56. 
Nd6 Rd2+ 57. Ke6 1-0 4 

 

 

Although the Cambridge Springs 
Tournament was Marshall’s 
greatest event, and he often 
referred to 1904 as “the year of 
years”, there were still ups and 
downs in his life.  The death of his 
father shortly after the tournament 
was a serious blow to the 26-year-
old. However, in August of that 
year he met his wife Carrie. It was 
a marriage that lasted 40 years. 

 Marshall continued to play in 
tournaments throughout the world 

showing off his blistering, 
ferocious style of play. In 1905 he 
won the Second Brilliancy Prize 
against Amos Burn. 

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bc4 Bc5 4. c3 
Nf6 5. d4 exd4 6. cxd4 Bb4+ 7. Kf1 
{!?} 7... Nxe4 {?} (7... d5 {!} 8. exd5 
Nxd5) 8. d5 Ne7 9. Qd4 Nf6 10. Bg5 
Ng6 11. Nbd2 h6 12. Re1+ 

 

(Continued on page 4) 

F.J. Marshall vs A.Burn 
Ostend, Belgium 1905 

Giuoco Piano, C54 



12. …Kf8 13. Bd3 {!} 13... Be7 14. 
Bxg6 hxg5 15. Ne5{!} 

 

15...fxg6 16. Nxg6+ Kf7 17. Rxe7+ 
Kxg6 18. Qd3+ Kh6 19. h4 {!} 19... 
g4 (19...Qxe7 20. hxg5+ Kxg5 21. 
Nf3+ Kf4 22. g3+ Kg4 23. Qg6+ Kxf3 
24. Qf5#) 20. h5Nxh5 21. Qf5 
resign. (21... g6 22. Rxh5+ {!} 22... 
gxh5 23. Qf6#) 1-0 5 

 

The following is another brilliancy 
prize winner from the following 
year in Ostend, Belgium.  

1. d4 d5 2. Nf3 c5 3. e3 Nf6 4. Nbd2 
Nc6 5. Be2 Bf5 6. dxc5 e5 7. Bb5 
Qc7 8.b4 Be7 9. Bb2 Nd7 10. a3 O-
O 11. c4 Bd3 12. Qb3 e4 13. cxd5 
Bxb5 14. Nxe4 Nce515. Bxe5 Nxe5 
16. d6 Nd3+ 17. Kd2 Qc6 18. dxe7 
Qxe4 19. exf8=Q+ Rxf8 20. Nd4 
Nxf2 21. Rhg1 Rd8 22. Raf1 Rxd4+! 
23. exd4 Qxd4+ 24. Kc1 Qa1+ 25. 
Qb1 Qc3+ 26.Qc2 Qxa3+ 27. Kd2 
Qxb4+ 28. Ke3 Ng4+ 29. Kf3 Nxh2+ 
0-1. 

 

Here is a game against the great Akiba 
Rubinstein. There are many opening 
variations with Rubinstein’s name 
attached to them but here Marshall 
gets the better of it. This tournament 
in Lodz was won by Rubinstein with 
Marshall coming in second. 

1. d4 d5 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 c5 4. cxd5 exd5 
5. Nf3 Nf6 

 (better is  5... Nc6) 

6. Bg5 Be7 7. dxc5 Be6 8. Rc1 O-O 9. 
Bxf6 Bxf6 10. e3 Qa5 11. a3 Nc6 12. 
Bd3 Qxc5 13. h4!? 13... Qe7 14. Ng5  

 

(14. Bxh7+?! 14... Kxh7 15. Ng5+ Kg6 ! 
{∓})  

14... h6 15. Nxe6 fxe6 

 (15... Qxe6 16. Nxd5 {±}) 

16. Bb1 Bxh4 17. g3 Bxg3! 18. fxg3 Qg5 
19. Qd3 Qxg3+ ??  

(19... Ne5 20. Qh7+ Kf7 21. Rf1+ Ke7 
{∓}) 

20. Kd2 Rf2+ 21. Ne2 Ne522.Qh7+ Kf7 
23. Rc7+ Kf6 24. Rxh6+ !  1-0 6 

(To be continued) 
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Photo from Cambridge Springs 
International Chess Tournament 1904. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out The Perpetual Chess 
Podcast. Ben Johnson, your host 
has weekly interviews with the 

leading people in chess.  You can 
find it on Itunes or wherever you 

get you podcasts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R. Swiderski vs F.J. Marshall 
Ostend, Belgium 1906 

Queen’s Pawn Opening, D04 

F.J. Marshall vs A. Rubinstein 
Lodz, Poland 1908 

Queens Gambit Declined, D32 



Time and Tide 
Instructional Articles from before the internet and computer age. 

Long ago and far away…. before computer engines and the internet…. chess players primary connection to the 

world chess community was the printed word. The latest trends and analysis came from periodicals such as 

Herman Helms American Chess Bulletin, Brentano’s Chess Monthly, Chess Review (later Chess Life & Review), 

and the British magazine Chess to name a few. This section looks back at what came before…… 

 

 

Inside Chess from 10 November 1988 

 

Articles presented: 1988 US Championship & 

Annotated games from US Masters. 

On the cover: IM Michael Wilder at Cambridge 
Springs. Yasser Seirawan was   Editor in Chief of 

what some consider the best chess publication ever 

produced in the USA. 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1988 Reagan was President, George H.W. Bush 

was President Elect. 

Kasparov was World Championship and an Inside 

Chess Subscription was $39.00 year for 26 issues. 
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Annotated by Joe Mucerino 
1.d4 e6 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. Nbd2 d5 
4.e3 c5 5.c3 Nc6 6.Bd3 Be7 7.0–0 
0–0 8.dxc5 e5  

 
Much more common is 8…Bxc5, but 
the text is perfectly fine because it 
transposes. 

9.e4 Bxc5 10. Qe2 Bg4 11. exd5 
Qxd5 12. Ne4 Be7 13.Rd1  
Obviously threatening 14. Nxf6+ Bxf6 
15. Bxh7+ Kxh7 16.Rxd5. 

13…Qa5?  

 
Joe Mucerino at 2020 Winter/Spring 

Double Quads. 

 

 
 
The queen is needed on the queenside.  
13…Qe6 was best. 

14.Nxf6+ Bxf6?? 15.Qe4 Rfe8 16. 
Qxg4 Rad8 17. Bg5 Bxg5 18.Nxg5 
e4 19.Bxe4 
1–0 

J. Mucerino (2089) – A. Lindy (1870) 
Chaturanga Winter/Spring Double Quads, 

Round 3, March 4, 2020 

 



 

 

 

 

 


