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Bent Larsen: The Fighting Dane.
By Stan Ward

From 1968 to 1970 Bent Larsen was considered the strongest

player in the free world. While Bobby Fischer went into a self-

imposed hibernation, Larsen continued to play. In 1967 he
won four straight world class tournaments. He continued in

1968 by finishing first in Monaco ahead of both Botvinnik and

Smyslov. In 1969 he continued with his up and down
performances by beating Tal for the third spot in the
candidates cycle but also stumbled badly in San Juan by
finishing tied for 6-7%. Later that same year of 1969 at the
annual Mallorca tournament Larsen finished ahead of both
Petrosian and Korchnoi. The stage was set for Belgrade!

In 1970 Belgrade, in the former Yugoslavia, was the site for
what was billed as "The Match of the Century — USSR versus
the Rest of the World". The Match of the Century had a
format consisting of a four-round match of the top ten players
from the Soviet Union vs the top ten players from the Free
World. The Soviet team was stellar with 5 World Champions
and people didn’t give the west much of a chance. However,
the top four boards for the West were formidable and this
made the match anything but certain for the Soviets.
Originally the Captain of the World team Dr. Max Euwe had

chosen Bobby Fischer as board 1 and Bent Larsen for board 2.

Although Fischer was considered stronger Larsen pointed out
that between his recent successes and Fischer’s 18 months of
inactivity that he, Larsen should be on board 1. Surprisingly

after some discussion Fischer relented and played on board 2.

Euwe committed an error by announcing the Rest of the
World board order ahead of the Soviets. This gave the Soviets
an opportunity to make some last-minute changes to their
board positions. Some at the time saw this as a ploy by the
Russians to pair their players against western opponents
against whom they had a good prior record. Originally with
Fischer as first board he would play Spassky, and Larsen
would play Petrosian. But with the switch Larsen settled
down to play Boris Spassky. Here is game 1.

B Spassky vs B Larsen

USSR vs Rest of the World, Rd 1 1970

Nimzo-Indian Defense E30

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 e6 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. Bg5 ¢5 5. d5 Bxce3+ 6. bxc3
€5 7. Nf3 d6 8.Nd2 h6 9. Bhd Nbd7 10. e3 Nf8 11. Bd3 Ngb

12. Bg3 0-0 13. O-O Ne7 14. f4! 14... exf4 15. Rxf4 Ng6 16.

Rxf6!? 16... Qxf6 17. Ne4 Qd8 18. Nxd6 Qg5! 19. Qd2 b6 20.
Ned

(20. Bxg6 Qxg6 21. e4 +- Spassky). (20. Rfl Ne5 21. Nxc8
Nxd3 22. Rf5 Qd8 23. Nd6 +- Yudovich) 20... Qd8 21. Rfl 5
22.Nd6 4 23. exf4 Qxd6 24. £5 Qd8(24... Ne5 25. Qe3 Re8
26. f6! (Spassky) 25. fxg6 Rxfl+ 26. Kxfl Qf6+ 27. Qf4 Bd7
28. Ke2 Rf8 29. Qxf6 gxf6 30. Kf3 Re8 31. Bf2 h5 32. h3 Kg7
33. g4 hxgd+ 34. hxg4 Rh8 35. d6? Rh1?

(35...Bc6+! 36. Ke2 Be8 -+ (Spassky)36. Bf5 Be6+ 37. Ke2
Rh3 38. d7 Rh8 39. Bg3 Rd8 40. Bc7 Rxd7 1/2-1/2.

The Second round was a complete shocker as Larsen lost to
Spassky in 17 moves, one of the shortest games in Larsen’s
career.



For the rest of the world team things looked grim. Portisch
B Larsen vs B Spassky drew Korchnoi, Reshevsky blundered in time pressure and lost

to Smyslov but Fischer, after a nine-hour grind won. The
lower boards were getting trounced by the Soviets as
predicted, but the upper boards were struggling. In Round 3

USSR vs Rest of the World, Rd 2 1970

Nimzowitsch-Larsen Attack A01

Larsen bounced back.
1.b3e52. b2 Hc63.¢c4 Af64. Af3ed 5. Hdd @c56. B Spassky vs B Larsen
Axc6 dxc6 7. e3 L5 8. Wc2 We79. §e2 0-0-0 10. 4?2
[10. a3] USSR vs Rest of the World, Rd 3 1970

Queen’s Indian Defense E12

1.d4 2162.c4e63. Df3b64. Dc3 8b75. L5 Le76.¢3
0-07. £d3¢58.0-0 H¢69.d5 Abd 10.d6 £xd6 11.

L xh7+[11. & xf6 gxf6 (11... Wxf6?? 12. Led+) 12. A xh7+
@xh7 13. Wxd6=] 11... ©xh7 12. Wxd6 &xf3 13. gxf3
e8! 14, We7!

10... Hg4F 11. g3 h5 12.h3 [12. Hc3 Exd2!—+] 12... ha! 13,
hxgd[13. &xg4 &xg4 14. hxgd hxg3 15. Egl Eh2—+] 13...
hxg3 14. Egl Ehl! 15. Exhl g2 16. Efl

[14. §xd8?! Axd6 15. L7 Hxcd 16. R xf8 Exf8L1] 14...
Wxe7 15. &xe7 Eg8 16. Efdl Dc617. Exd7 De5 18.
Bb7 Hxcd 19. Ded+ 9Ha520. Bd7 Dc621. f4 Zc822.
Ecl a5 23. a3 Bg6?!

[16. Egl Wha+ 17. d1 Wh1 18. Wc3 Wxgl+ 19. Be2
W2 20. gxf5 Wxe2 21. Ha3 & bd—+ Spassky]16... Wha+ 17.
Ld1 gxfl=%+[0-1]



[32... Dca! 33, Ed5+ Led 34. Exg7 Dxe3 35. EeT+
Larsen]33. Exb6 [33. De6! Dcd 34. HxgT7+ Les5 35.
“xe8]33... Dcd 34. Eb3 g535. Ad5 Be536. Edl g4 37.
©£17? [37. Db6L ad! 38. Axcd axb3 39. Axe5 fxe5]37...

Ehi+38. Be2 Exdl [0-1]

- START LATE :
- ACT DIFFERENT . 5 : £
This was Spassky’s first loss since becoming World champion

- TRY AND FAIL

JAND STILL SUCCEED. the prior year. The Rest of the World had won Round Three 6-
detteone 4 and the match was nearly even. In Round four Spassky fell

ill and GM Leonid Stein took his place.

B Larsen vs L Stein

USSR vs Rest of the World, Rd 4 1970

Kings Indian Defense E67

1. Hf3 Hf62.23g63. L2 £g74.¢40-05.0-0d6 6. d4
Abd77. Dc3e58.¢4exd49. Axd4 Ee810. Eel Agd 11.
3 9 ge512.b3 Ac513. §e3 f5 14. Wd2 fxed?!

[23... Dxe7 24. Exe7 Ec7]24. 8g2 Eh825. &f3 [25.
Egl Dxe7 26. B3+ Bh627. Exe7 Ec728. Exc7 Ddxc7
29. 4d6 Ef830. Hc4 Eb8 31. Edl+ Spassky]25... Exh2
26. Dg5e5!27. Egl exfd 28. £d6! Hxd629. Exdé+ 6 30.
De6+ Bf531. Dxf4 Ne5+32. Be2 Ee8

[14... Ded3! 15. Ee2 fxed 16. Dxed Ddxed 17. Wxd3
Ac5F]15. Rg5 Wd7[15... 216 16. L xf6 Wxf6 17. Dxed
Axed 18. Exed 5 19. f4! cxd4 20. Wxd4 2521, Wds5+
©h8 22. He2 He7 Larsen] 16. Dxed Axed 17. Exed Db
[17... d5 18. cxdS ®xd5 19. f4 H13+! 20. & xf3 Exed—+

Stein] 18. 9 xc6!




Final Position.

[18. £e3 Exed 19. fxed We8F; 18. Exe8+ Wxe8 19. 3
Yxe3+!F] 18... Exed[18... &xal 19. De7+ -Bh8 20. Wel!]
19. fxe4 Wxc6 20. 5! We5+21. Bhl Le6! 22. &xb7 Ef8
23. $e3 Wxe524. Zel Wc325. Bg2 Wxd2+26. §xd2
£d427. L4 BT [27... 251728, & xg5 Ef2+29. hl For all your painting needs call Chaturanga friend
£h3]28. Rh6 Eb829. Rc6 £630. Le3a631. Ld2 Eb6 Shawn Curtis

32. £f3 Eb833. §a5 £d834. Efl &g835. &c6 &1736.
gd+— £e737. Bg3 Ed838. Edl &1639.h4 §e5+40.
Bg2 Ec841.g5 Bg742. £d7 Ed843. §g4d544. L3 h6

45. gxh6+ Bxh6 46. §d2+ Bg7 47. L g5 Bd6 48. L xd5 =
PAINTER PROS LLC

£ xdS+49. Exd5 £xd5 50. cxd5 417 51. Gf3 Fe8 52. phamldnd o 0
&4 653 §xc7 &xh4 54.b4 8d755. b6 & 6 56. 1 OWQW -
8c5 £b257.a4 §a358.a5 b2 59. B4 & 16 60. Led | painterpros2015@gmail.com

£,c3 61. b5 axb5 62. a6 B8 63. d6 b8 64. d5 & 6 65. P
Bc6 g5 66. Lxb5 g4 67. Bed Lad 68. Ld3 Les569.d7 —
£c770. Bed g3 71. Bf3 §d8 72. Lxg3 La573. Bl £d8
74. &5 a575. Be6 §¢776. Bf7 La577. Le8 Lc7 78.
£e7 £a579. £d8 £d280. b6 £g581. &c5[1-0]
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Highlighting a club member,

Chaturanga’s current Treasurer is Stan Booz. After a
stint in the Air Force in the early 1960’s Stan became a
CPA and starting his own firm, Stanley Booz and
Associates. He is currently retired and now has a full-
time job of annoying me. A funnier guy and a freer spirit
you’re not likely to meet. Here is his win against friend
of the club Richard Neal.

Stan Booz vs Richard Neal
Senior Open,

2018.06.29 1-0 Opening: E67

1.d4 ©f62. 2Af3d63.g3g64. £g2 Abd75.0-0 g7
6.c4 Eb87. Ac30-08. Wc2 Ee89. e4c5 10. e5 dxe5
11. dxe5 Qg4 12. e6 fxe6 13. Ag5 A8 14. We2 A f6
15. 814 Ea816. Abs...

. Hh517. £c7 Wd718. Efdl £d419. & e5 and Black
resigned. [1-0]

Stan Booz vs Rick Wagner
Chaturanga Spring Swiss

2016.04.21

1.d4 Af62. Hf3d53.c4 Lg44. De5 Hbd7 5. Dxgd
Axgh 6.e4 Ngf67.e5 9g8 8. cxd5 ¢6 9. eb fxeb 10.
dxe6 A df6 11. Ac3 Wd612. & c4 0-0-013. Le3 Hd5
14. &xd5 cxd5 15. Ecl 8b8 16. Wd2 Wxe6 17. 0-0

9 f6 18. & fa+ £a8 19. A b5... White makes use of his
powerful Knight.

19...8d7 20. Dc7+ [20. Wa5 b6 21. Wa4] 20... Lb8
21. Hxd5+ Lag 22. Hc7+ Bb8 23. Deb+ La8 24.
Axd8 Wxd8 25. Wa5 b6 26. Wab and Black Resigns.

[1-0]



The Chaturanga Club Championship.

The Chaturanga Club Championship was held between
September 8™ and October 6™. This year’s club
champion is Greg Nolan, from Hatboro, Pa. Greg used
to be club president back in the day as well as club
champion in years past. Here is his game from round 5
of the championship vs Alan Lindy, a long-time member
and strong A class player.

Greg Nolan - Alan Lindy
Chaturanga Club Championship,
TOPC. 2021.10.06 ECO: E20

1.d4e62.c4 Af63. Hc3 ba4.f3d55.a3 Lxc3+6.
bxc3 0-0 7. e3 A bd7 8. cxd5 exd59. £d3 Ee8 10.
9e2b611.0-0 &b712. Ag3c513. Eel A8 14.
£ b2 Ng615.e4 cxd4 16. cxdd Hf417. 8 b5 Ee6 18.
e5 A6h5 19. Axh5 Axh5 20. Wd2 Wh4 21, B2
Wxf2+22. ©xf2a623. d3 2424, §5 Eees
25.9e626. Eacl Eac827. 2d3 b5 28.4g629. LBf3
h530.h3 4g731.g4 Exc132. Excl Ec833. Egl
hxg4+ 34. hxgd Ec635.f5 & c836. Bf4 £fg837. Ehl
9 e8 38. Lg5 gxf5 39. gxf5 f6+ 40. L4 Bg741. Egl+
©h742. Eg6 fxe5+43. ©xe5 Ec7 44. f6 L h8 45.
Ehe+ ©2g846. & g6 Resign. [1-0]

Here is a nice win by member Mark Bilenky over always
tough Mike O’Gara. It has a nice Knight sacrifice that
leads to some forcing moves and a pretty mate that’s

worthy of a tactics book.

Mark Bilenky - Mike O'Gara
Chaturanga Club Championship,
TOPC 2021.09.29, 1-0, Opening: B24

1.e4¢52. Hc3 Dc63.83 Af64. £g2g65.d3 Lg76.
f4d67. Age2 Wh68. h30-09.g4 £d710. Hg3 h6
11. g5 hxg5 12. fxgs ©e813. Ad5 Wd8 14. h4 A c7 15.

HNfa Re516.c3 Exfa17. &xfae518. fe3 Deb19.
B 1 ©g720. Af5+!120... gxf5 21. exf5 D xg5 22. fo+
©g6 23. hxgs &5 24. Exf5

Bxf5 25. & ed+ Beb 26. Wga# Resign. [1-0]

Joe Mucerino - Preston Ladson
Chaturanga Club Championship,
TOPC 2021.09.28, 1-0, Opening: D04

Annotations by Stan Ward

1.d4d5 2. 23 46 3. e3 The Colle System 3... g6 4.
£d3 2g75. Abd2 Abd76.0-0e67. We2 0-08. e4
dxe4 9. Axed Axesd 10. Wxed c611. g5 Whe 12. b3

5 13. c3 cxd4 14. cxd4 a5 15. Wh4 e5 16. dxe5 A xe5
17. D xe5 Wxe5 18. Eael Wa519. Ee7

The deadly seventh rank. This and the following move

put pressure on Blacks f pawn eventually causing a
structural weakness.

19... ¥xa2 20. £c4 2e621. & xeb fxeb 22. Wc4 Wap



Black must defend the weak e pawn, but Whites pieces
are much more coordinated.

23.®c7 2d424. @3

If 24...Bxe3 there follows 25. Rg7+ Kh8 26. Rxh7+ Kg8 27.
Qg7 mate.

24... 81625. Exh7 Eab8

The blows start to land as there are too many threats for
Black to parry.

26. 2 h6 Wc627. &xf8 Wxc7 28. Exc7 Bxf829. Efcl
£ e530. E c8+ To simplify down.

30... Exc831. Exc8+ ©e732. Eag8a633. Ha7 &d6
34. Exb7 £d435. g4 ©c636. Zb8e5 37. h4 e4 38.
He8 ©d5 39. h5 gxh5 40. gxh5 £g741. E a8 ©d4 42.
H xab 3 43. fxe3+ Bxe3 44. h6 £ h8 45. h7 2d3 46.
6 Bd447. Ec8 Resign. [1-0]

Here is a nice win by Jim Larsen when he went up
against FM and all-around good guy Karl Dehelt. Jim had
Black against Karl and played the Sicilian Dragon.

Karl Dehmelt - Jim Larsen
Chaturanga Championship, TOPC
2021.09.22, 0-1, Opening: B74

1.e4c¢52. Af3d63.d4cxdd 4. Axdd Af65. DHc3 Acb
6. £€2g67.0-0 £g78. 8e30-09. Ab3 §d710.4

Ec811. £f3a512.a4 h513. h3 Wc7 14. Hb5 Whs
15. g4 hxg4 16. hxgd £e617. 23d4 £c418. Ef2
Efd8 19. b3 A xd4 20. Hxd4 £ a6 21.c4 b6 22. g5

A d723. Wfl e524. De2 exf4 25. Dxfa b7 26. Ed1
A¢527. Wh3 9xed 28. L xed & xed 29. £d4 ds 30.

8 xg7 Bxg7 31. Whe+ Bg832. Eh2 We5 33. cxd5

E c334. Wh7+ B8 35. Whe+ Wxh8 36. Exh8+ Le7
37. Exd8 ©xd838. £d4 £c239. 82 §xb340. De2
Ec541. Hf4 ©9d742. Be3 Ec443. Excd & xch 44,
©d4 &b345. Be5 & xad 46. Bfe & c247. Bxf7 Ld6
48. 9 xgb a4 49. D e7 b550. Ac6a351. Hbs & b3 52.
g6 a2 53.g7 al=W 54, g8=W Wa7+55. Lg6 Wgl+S6.
@2 h7 Wh2+57. ©g6 Wg2+58. ©h7 &c2+59. £hs
Wh3+60. Bg7 Wed+ 61. Bf7 W5+ 62. g7 Wgd+ 63.
08 Wxba 64. Web+ Bc7+65. Le8 Wed 66. d6+ Lb6
67. Le7 Wxeb+ 68. Bxe6 & d1 Resign. [0-1]

Mark Bilenky — Stan Ward
Chaturanga Championship, TOPC
2021.09.15, 0-1, Opening: B19

1l.e4c62.d4d53. Dc3dxed 4. Dxed £155. Dg3
2g66. Af3 Ad77.h4h68.h5 £h79. £d3 & xd3 10.
Wxd3 Dgfe 11. £d2 e6 12. 0-0-0 Wc7 13. £b1 0-O-
014. We2 2d615. Eh4 Ehe8 16. Ded Hxed 17.
Exe4 NAf618. Ehd e519. Wch exdd 20. Axds Ded
21. Wd3 Axd2+22. Wxd2 & e523. Eedc524.c3f5
25. Axfs5 Exd2 26. Exd2 Ed8 27. Ede2 Wd7 28.
He7+ Wxe7 29. Exe5 Wd7 30. b3 Wdl+31. &b2

B d2+32. Exd2 Wxd2+ Resign. [0-1]

Study like you
mean it...

And when you £5A

play, fight fike a
Lion!

Chdihrangachessclub.org




Hollywood Plays Chess

Casablanca. 1942.

Starring Humphrey Bogart. Ingrid
Bergman and Claude Raines. Directed by
Mmichael Curtiz.

In “Casablanca”, Bogart plays Rick Blaine, the owner of Rick’s Café
Americain, a popular meeting place...While Rick is looking at this position,
the shady crook Ugarte (played by Peter Lorrie) approaches him and asks
him to hold two transit visas for him-supposedly transit visas carried by two
German officers murdered shortly before the film begins. Travel visas to the
USA were very valuable in neutral countries in 1942. The position on the
board reportedly comes from a correspondence game between Bogart,
considered an “A” class player, and Irving Kovner, the brother of a Warner
Brothers employee.



Diamond Dust. Tactical Masterpieces!

GM Vasily Smyslov, 7th World
Champion.
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1. Nf3. [1-0] Smyslov-Kamyshov. Moscow, 1944.

2.1. e6 fxe 2. Ne5. [1-0] Smyslov-Ernst. Subotica, 1987.

3.1. Nfe Bfe 2. Qg6 Bg7 3. Qf7 Kh8 4. Rd7. [1-0] Smyslov-Fuller.
Hastings 1968.

4.1.e5 Ne5 2. Bb7 Rb7 3.Qab Qb8 4. Nco Nc6 5. Qfé Nd7 6. Nc5!
dc 7. Bf4 Bd6 8. Bd6 Rb6 9. Qd7. [1-0]Smyslov-Kottnauer.
Groningen, 1946.

5.1.94 h6 2. h4 g5 3. hg hg 4. Rf5 Kg6 5. Bd3 Ne4 6. Qc4 Nd6
7. Rf7. (7..Ne4 8. Rf7). [1-0] Smyslov-Alatortsev. Moscow, 1946.
6.1. Qe7 Re7 2. Rd8 Re8 3. €7 Kh8 4. Be6 Qb5 5. Bf7 Qbl 6. Ke2
Qb5 7. Kf3 Qf5 8. Kh2 (Now, 8..Qg4 9. Kfl or 8..Qe4 9. f3). [1-0]
Smyslov-Airapetov. Leningrad, 1948.



